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Most of previous empirical studies show that exporting does not necessarily
improve productivity. In fact previous studies do not uphold this hypothesis that
exporting firms have high productivity growth because of “Learning by exporting”.
Maybe the main reason of this result is that the previous studies have compared
exporting firms with non-exporting firms. While, non-exporting firms also can model
from imported productions of foreign firms and benefit from modeling. So, comparing
non-exporting firms with exporting firms for assessing the impact of exporting on
productivity growth, can not be appropriate. This research has studied the impact of

export intensity on productivity growth. In this study, the independent variable is
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export intensity and for measuring it, we have used “export- sales ratio” of exporting
firms. For analyzing data, we have used “regression analysis”. The population of this
study is exporting publicly - traded companies in Tehran securities and exchange
market. The sample of this study is firms those export more than 10% of their total
sales. This study uses extensive data over a period of four years that covers the years
2004-2007. The results show that export intensity has positive impact on productivity

growth.
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